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The general feeling of tax apathy among Nigerians leaves 
much to be desired. There is a need to develop a positive 
tax culture through a vigorous enlightenment and public 
awareness about tax payment and its importance in the 
economy. 

Section 24 (f) of the 1999 Constitution makes the prompt 
payment of taxes a duty of every Nigerian citizen. The 
Government therefore has a duty to ensure that this provi-
sion is strictly complied with. The National Tax Policy 
2012 states “tax should be a major consideration in the 
evaluation process of individuals and organisations such 
that the lack of payment of taxes is seen as an affront on 
government and a crime.”

Most Nigerians are religious, with Christianity and Islam 
being the most predominant religions in the country. The 
Bible says, “Give unto Caesar, what is for Caesar and to 
God what is for God”. The Quran; “O you who believe, 
fulfil all obligations.” These verses are apt and relevant to 
the payment of taxes; therefore, tax education could be 
promulgated through religious means.

Upon the whole, if the Nigerian tax system and administra-
tion is to improve, the aforementioned measures by the 
government and the recommendations above, which are 
not exhaustive, have to be effectively implemented.
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INTRODUCTION
It goes without saying that this low level of compliance 
should be of concern to any serious government. In order 
to increase the level of tax compliance, there needs to be a 
simplification of the tax system as well as capacity build-
ing through training of personnel in order to increase the 
enforcement by tax authorities because compliance does 
not fall solely on the tax payer.

There should be an enlightenment and awareness 
campaign in order to inform the public about the benefits 
of tax compliance, while the Government ensures that 
these benefits are actually happening.

The Nigerian tax system can effectively generate more 
revenue when the citizens have trust and confidence in the 
authority. The State of Lagos in recent times is generating 
huge revenue due to the fact that many corporate bodies 
and individuals are reaping the developmental benefits of 
their contributions.

Transparency is critical, information about revenue and 
expenses with detailed breakdown should be made avail-
able to Nigerians online, as well as ensuring that the use of 
consultants by tax authorities is only a stop gap measure in 
order to encourage capacity building in these authorities.

Building a comprehensive database of tax payers and 
deploying technology will be critical to the successful 
implementation of any drastic change in the tax system.

No tax system can function effectively without mutual 
cooperation and exchange of information among different 
government agencies. It is therefore hoped that as much as 
Nigeria adheres to the CRS Multilateral Competent 
Authority Agreement on an international level, on a 
national level, such collaboration should also be estab-
lished. The existence of the Joint Tax Board leaves one 
feeling optimistic about this.

In most developed countries, payment of taxes is consid-
ered a moral and civic responsibility, so much so that 
anyone found to be avoiding or evading taxes is frowned 
upon. The example of the debate over whether or not then 
Republican Presidential candidate Donald Trump paid 
federal income tax in the run up to the 2017 U.S. general 
elections easily springs to mind. 
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